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Corps of Engineers remove underground tanks at Tolchester

Baltimore – A contractor hired by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Baltimore

District, completed the removal of underground storage tanks at the former Nike missile site

near Tolchester, Md., on Friday.

The contractor, Apex Environmental, Inc., of Rockville, Md., used backhoes to

excavate and remove nine underground storage tanks, which had been used by the Army to

store heating oil, diesel fuel and gasoline at the former Nike missile base.  Original site plans

indicated that the contractor might find as many as 11 underground tanks, three at the

former launch area and eight at the former control area.  Three tanks were removed at the

launch area, and six were removed at the control area. 

Apex conducted a thorough geophysical probe of the control area to locate the

remaining two tanks.  They found no evidence of the tanks at the site.  Corps of Engineers’

officials suspect that the tanks were either previously removed or were never installed. 

Apex also removed a total of 678 cubic yards of contaminated soil, which was

adjacent to several of the tanks.  Environmental sampling and laboratory analysis of soil

surrounding all nine tanks confirms that no contamination remains at the control or launch

areas.  The site underwent daily inspections by the Maryland Department of the Environment

throughout the cleanup project.

For another cleanup action at the Tolchester former defense site, the Corps of

Engineers is currently preparing a decision document for the active monitoring of

groundwater contamination previously identified at the launch area.  The groundwater

contamination is unrelated to the tank removal project.  The decision document is being



2

coordinated with the MDE and Kent County environmental officials.  The final decision

document should be available for public distribution in late January 2001.
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